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| WHEN NEED IS HIGHEST, THE LORD IS 
NIGHEST 


HE LORD’S COMING has 
been dated over and over again. 
But no one can be sure of the 
ime, since God's time is not our 
me. Need rather than time will set 
he date. God’s clock is set by events 
s they unroll on the film of His eter- 
tal plan. We can only be sure of one 
hing: He will come when the need is 
reatest. His coming will be at man- 
tind’s darkest hour. The soft footfall 
the Lord will accompany the im- 
tient prancing of the apocalyptic 
-as. 
The present seems to be such a 
ime, for the events of our day show 
human race groping blindly in a 
virling mass without plan or pur- 
bose. It is at just such a time, when 
man has no plan, that God's plan 
lakes shape. God's ways are not man’s 
ys, and there is more than a poet’s 
ancy to the proverb that “the plans 
mice and men go oft awry.” God 


acts when all the plans of men have 
failed, when men have nothing left 
to fall back upon. For only then it is 
that mankind can fully realize its ab- 
solute need of God. Man must touch 
the very bottom of bitterness and des- 
pair before the full power and glory 
of the Lord can be shown. Only at the 
lowest depth of bitterness and trouble 
shall he find the gate of hope and de- 
liverance. “And I will give her vine- 
yards from thence, and the Valley of 
Achor (bitterness) for a door of 
hope” (Hosea 2:15). 

At all times we must be ready, more 
so those of the household of the faith, 
remembering the warning of the a- 
postle Peter: 

“For the time is come that judg- 

ment must begin at the house of 

God: and if it first begin at us, what 

shall the end be of them that obey 

not to Gospel of God?’—(I Pet. 

3:17) 
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ROME’S MORAL COLLAPSE 


OME IS ENGULFED in a crime 

wave, a correspondent for the 
Chicago Times reported last August 
19. The week before, he stated, the 
1,000th automobile in Rome had been 
stolen, making an average of five car 
thefts a day for the year. The police 
gave up keeping records of the num- 
ber of bicycles stolen after 10,000 had 
disappeared, and merely advised their 
owners to go to a certain place and 
buy them back from the curb dealers 
and to ask no questions. 


The jails are so full of criminals 
convicted of major crimes that there 
is no room for ordinary thieves, thus 
giving immunity to common burglars. 
The number of thieves in the city is 
said to be 125,000 or 10 per cent of 
the entire population. Observers de- 
scribe the condition as “a state of 
complete moral collapse.” 


In view of this, one would think 
that the Pope and his counsellors 
would devote less time to lecturing 
Protestant America about its ‘“God- 
less” public schools and awful run- 
down moral condition, and more to 
sweeping some of the dirt from their 
own front yard. 


~Q-- 
‘MAD HATTER’S KINGDOM’ 


WRITING of Franco Spain, the 
London (Eng.) Sunday Observ- 
er of last June 17, stated: 


“The whole oppressive system is 
blessed by the Church and camou- 
flaged with many crucifixes. With 
few exceptions, the Spanish bish- 
ops, aggressive, pharisaical and 
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State-paid, have turned Catholicism 
into something like profanity. Ev- 
erywhere in public places and in 
government offices, posters o 
Christ are stuck on the walls as if 
He were the Fuehrer of the ghastly 
regime.” 













~Ooe 


“BETWEEN THE DEVIL AND 
VHE. OG? .... .” 


PE PIUS XI once said he would 
make a pact “with the devil him 
self” if it would serve the interests 
of the Catholic Church. The Com 
munists, it seems, would go further 
and make a pact with the Catholic 
Church if it served their interests, 
Here is what Signor Togliatti, head of 
the Communists in Italy, declared at 
the Communist Party’s Fifth Provin- 
cial Congress at Padua last July 13: 
“The Communists would make 
a grave mistake if they raised a cry 
against the Catholic movement. 
They would play the game of their 
enemies. Communism remains 
faithful to its political line, which 
rejects opposition to religion, thus 
averting a serious split among the 
workers. Communism strives for 
the unity of the Italian working 
classes, because of the gravity of 
the country’s situation, internaily 
and externally.” 
This puts Protestants very much be 
tween the devil and the deep blue sea. 
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Fe et ee ec ape ee 


Are you with us in our Crusade of 
Prayer for Monsignor Sheen? Write 
and let him know and tell us too. 
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. Not CONTENT with having the 
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Supreme Court decide that States 
and localities may permit. the use of 
public tax money for the transporta- 
tion of children to Catholic schools, 
the Catholic Church has now petition- 
ed the highest court in the land to 
oblige them to do so. 


This took place last August 29, 
when an appeal was made to the U. S. 
Supreme Court from the decision of 
the New Jersey Supreme Court which 
last February rejected the Catholic 
plea to force the directors of the 
school board of Kennett Square town- 
ship, near Philadelphia, to comply 
with the demand of Catholic parents 
that their children ride in the public- 
chool buses to Catholic school. Pre- 
vious to that, the Chester County 
Court had refused the Catholic de- 
mand that the members of the school 
board be ousted for not doing so. (See 
page 318 of our issue for December, 
1946 ) 


All this is being done in face of the 
specific provision in Pennsylvania's 
Constitution which states:“"No money 
raised for support of the public 
schools shall be used for support of 


any sectarian school.” 


2+ Or 


GERMAN PROTESTANTISM’S 
DILEMMA 


ARTIN NIEMOELLER has al- 
lied his wing of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany with the Social 
Democratic Party, “for the dual pur- 
pose,” according to a special dispatch 
of last August 18 from Berlin to the 
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N. Y. Times, “of reducing the influ- 
ence of the Vatican in German poli- 
tics and splitting the (Vatican-spon- 
sored) Christian Democratic Union, 
which includes both Catholics and 
Protestants.” 


In spite of his eight years in a Nazi 
concentration camp and his reputa- 
tion as a Nazi martyr, Pastor Nie- 
moeller has been under a cloud of sus- 
picion in Germany and openly con- 
demned as pro-Nazi by the press of 
America because of his alleged sym- 
pathy with Nazi aims. If he succeeds 
now in liberating Protestants from 
their forced tie-up with the Vatican 
in the so-called Christian Democratic 
Union, he will more than compensate 
for any distrust of his motives in the 
past with regard to Hitler and Naz- 
ism. 

Protestants in Germany, and else- 
where in Europe, since the war’s end 
have been placed in the cruel dilem- 
ma of having to support the political 
aims of either Communism or Roman 
Catholicism. 
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“DEAR MR. PACELLI . . .” 


“THE LETTERS exchanged between 

President Truman and Pope Pius 
XII, and which were released to the 
press last August 28, read like a mar- 
riage contract between the Vatican 
and the White House. It would seem 
that all they leave to be desired is the 
consummation of the marriage cere- 
mony. 


These letters were ostensibly writ- 
ten, as President Truman in his open- 
ing paragraph states, “for the pur- 
pose of facilitating parallel endeavors 
for peace.” But their immediate re- 
sult was the Pope's public declaration 
of war against Russia, when he ap- 
peared on his throne in St. Peter’s 
Square on Sunday, September 7, be- 
fore 150,000 members of Catholic Ac- 
tion. The headlines on the front page 
of the N. Y. Times of September 8, 
reporting this spectacular event, are 
as follows: “POPE ASKS WAR ON 
FOES OF CHURCH IN ATTACK 
DIRECTED AT MOSCOW.” “The 
battle must begin immediately,” he 
declared. 


Whether Protestant Americans like 
it or not, they are now lined up with 
the Pope in a holy crusade against 
Russia. The vows entered into be- 
tween President Truman and the 
Pope in their love letters make this 
inevitable. Reading the full texts of 
these letters, one is struck by the ‘lec- 
turing’ tone of the Pope’s admonitions 
to our President. It is as if. he shook 
his finger at him and told him what 


he must do. He tells him that he must 
“enlist and cement the cooperation of 
every force and power which can help 
to accomplish this task.” He lectures 
Mr. Truman on the “divine origin” 
of the Catholic Church, and although 
“civic society is also of Divine ott 
gin... it is,” he says, “subsequent 
to man and meant to be a means to 
defend him and to help him in the 
legitimate exercise of his God-given 
rights.” But, as Catholic theology 
teaches, the Catholic Church is su 
perior to the State, and therefore thg 
State must obey it. He lectured our 
President on the greatness of the Ro 
man Catholic Church, which he called 
“God's Church.” We hope no one in 
America took too seriously the fol- 
lowing boast: 


“From her foundation, almost 
2,000 years ago, she {the Catholit 
Church| has championed the im 
dividual against despotic rule, the 
laboring man against oppression, 
religion against persecution.” 


Since the truth is best seen as the 
opposite of what is said and done in 
this world (especially in diplomatic 
verbiage), the realities underlying 
this sham correspondence between 
President Truman and the Pope can 


be shown only by imagining what the 


ier ree 
Join our Prayer Crusade for the 
conversion of Monsignor Sheen! 
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President should have written to the 
occupant of the Vatican. Here is our 
version of what he should have writ- 
ten: 


THE WHITE House 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Pacelli: 


As a Baptist and Chief Executive of the 
greatest and most powerful nation on 
earth, and which calls me plain ‘Mr. Tru- 
man,’ I cannot address you by the title of 
‘His Holiness,’ which belongs to God 
alone. We in the United States regard all 
men as equal before God and address them 
by their true and proper names. I there- 
fore must address you also as plain ‘Mr. 
Pacelli.’ 


The people who have elected me their 
chief executive are a peace-loving, demo- 
ratic nation. My duty therefore is to seek 
cooperation from those who have given 
proof that they really desire and work for 
peace; not those that cry peace and foment 
war. I do not think that you, Mr. Pacelli, 
or your Church, are among the former. 


In the first place, the founding fathers 
of this great nation, knowing from past 
history the nature of your politicking and 
war-mongering Church, laid it down as the 
very first principle of our government that 
no interference from you be allowed in our 
affairs. They learned well this lesson of 
European history and were convinced that 
our democracy would not last if we em- 
broiled ourselves, as the governments of 
Europe did, in your doctrines and political 
intrigues. Thomas Jefferson, one of the 
wisest of these fathers of our country, 
made this very plain when he declared: 
“History furnishes no example of a priest- 
tidden people maintaining a free civil gov- 
ernment.” 


You are, therefore, the last person in 
the world to lecture me on how I should 
direct our people in the ways of peace. A 


few raw-boned facts may help to refresh 
your memory: 


It was your predecessor in the Vatican, 
Pope Pius XI, who started all Fascist ag- 
gression by the Lateran Pacts with Mus- 
solini in 1929. That was the date on which 
Christian civilization in our time was foul- 
ly betrayed. That was the date when the 
horrer started that has left Europe and the 
world in the sad state in which we see it to- 
day. A noted writer and historian of our 
country, Lewis Mumford (who is not a 
Communist or a Catholic-hater), wrote the 
following in his book, Faith for Living, in 
1940: “The betrayal of the Christian world 
very plainly took place in 1929, in the 
Concordat that was made between Musso- 
lini and the Pope.” Again he told us: “Un- 
fortunately, the aims of Fascism are most 
deeply in conflict with those of a free re- 





Courtesy, ‘The New Leader’ 


HIS GHOST HAUNTS EUROPE 
‘ The betrayal of the Christian 
world very plainly took place in 1929, 
in the Concordat between Mussolini 
and the Pope.” 
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public like that of the United States. In 
this effort, the Catholic Church ... has 
been an ally--a potent ally—of the forces 
of destruction.” 


At that time very few of us here in 
America knew the true nature of Fascism, 
as you and Pope Pius XI must have known, 
for you both fostered it and allied your 
Church with it. 


You, yourself, were specially trained as 
a young priest and Church diplomat for the 
specific purpose of observing and helping 
Germany to prepare for the two World 
Wars. You intrigued with the Kaiser from 
Switzerland against the Allies during the 
first World War. You were twelve years in 
Germany during the rise of Hitler to pow- 
er. You knew Hitler and his Nazi party 
intimately. You negotiated with him. To- 
gether with the execrable Franz Von Pa- 
pen, a papal nobleman, you helped Hitler 
to power and put your signature as Eu- 
genio Cardinal Pacelli alongside of his to 
the Vatican Concordat with Hitler's Reich 
in 1933. No one will believe that you did 
not know well what Hitler and his Nazis 
were plotting against us. Your own Catho- 
lic biographer says of you during those 
years that you were “the best informed 
man in the Reich.” After you and Von 
Papen had signed the Concordat which 
sprinkled Hitler with holy water and gave 
him the boost he needed, your colleague 
Von Papen, who barely escaped the hang- 
man’s noose at Nuremberg, boasted: “The 
Third Reich is the first power which not 
only recognizes, but puts into practice, the 
high principles of the Papacy.” 

Your cardinals and bishops in Rome 
blessed the guns of war against the help- 
less Ethiopians. Your Cardinal Schuster of 
Milan proclaimed Mussolini’s rape of Ethi- 
opia as a holy crusade “to bring in triumph 
the cross of Christ to Ethiopia.” 


Yet you call your Church ‘God’s 
Church,” and claim, as a consequence, that 
I as head of a civil State must admit you 











as superior over me and the American peo- 
ple. You talk in honeyed words about 
peace and justice. At the same time you are 
beating the drums again for another war, 
even more terrible than the last two, 
against Russia, which helped us defeat Hit- 
ler and Mussolini. You are urging America 
to go to war against Russia right away, and 
you use the very same slogans against Rus- 
sia that Hitler and Mussolini used to build 
up their detestable and devilish regimes. 
You want us to waste all our money and 
send our American boys to further horrible 
deaths, over the corpses of Hitler and Mus- 
solini, to finish the fight that they began 
with your help, and whom we defeated. 














Yes, America wants peace. We alone of 
all the nations have still a little decency 
and prosperity left. We are the bulwark of 
Protestant democratic freedoms. If we, like 
Protestant England, are weakened and lose 
all our substance, your Catholic ‘culture’ 
may have a chance to rule the world again. 
You could easily ally yourself to Russia 
against us if we lost or were severely weak- 
ened by such a war. Your predecessor, Pope 
Pius XI, publicly stated that he would 
make a pact “with the devil himself” if 
it suited the interests of your Church. 











I am in duty bound, therefore, Mr. Pa- 
celli, as head of this predominantly Protes- 
tant country, to reject your overtures of 
alliance under the guise of a peace pact. 
‘Those who sup with the devil should use 
a long spoon.’ I will continue to seek peace 
like a good Baptist, by upholding and 
working by the honest, straightforward 
Protestant principles which made our 
country great. 














Yours sincerely, 


Harry S. Truman 
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Demonstrate your faith by joining 
our Prayer Crusade for Monsignor 
Sheen! 
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DANTE ON THE 
ANTICHRIST 


“Woe to thee, Simon Magus! woe to 
you 

His wretched followers, who the 
things of God 

Which should be wedded unto good- 
ness, them 

Rapacious as ye are, do prostitute 

For gold and silver! 


“Your voice 
O’ercasts the world with mourning, 
underfoot 
Treading the good, and raising bad 
men up. 


Of shepherds such as you, the Evan- 
gelist 


Was ’ware, when her who sits upon 
the waves, 


With kings in filthy whoredom he 
beheld. 


"She who with seven heads towered 
at her birth, 

And from ten horns her proof of 
glory drew, 

Long as her spouse in virtue took de- 
light. 

Of Gold and silver ye have made your 
God, 

Differing wherein from the idolater, 

But that he worships one, a hundred 
ye? 

Oh, Constantine, to how much ill 
gave birth, 

Not thy conversion, but that plente- 
ous dower, 


Which the first wealthy Father gained 
from thee.” 
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A POOR, SAD RECORD 


ATEST BOAST of “Vatican au- 

thorities” in Rome, according to 
the Catholic Register last August 8, 
is that now “there are more than 
1,500 canonized saints in the Catholic 
Church.” The boast is that “this 
means there is nearly one saint for 
every year since the death of Christ.” 


Far from boasting of this, the Cath- 
olic Church should be humiliated at 
this poor record. For it means that the 
Roman Catholic Church, with all the 
stupendous powers it claims to pos- 
sess, can give assurance that only one 
a year from its members has been able 
to get to heaven in nearly two thou- 
sand years! 


What then has happened to all the 
billions of poor sinners who lived and 
trusted in the power of the Catholic 
Church since the time of Christ? 
These same Vatican authorities would 
answer, of course, that maybe some 
of them are in heaven, maybe not. 
Most of them are probably still burn- 
ing in purgatory. All they can say for 
sure are in heaven are those few who 
got there at the rate of one a year! 


We contradict this and would say 
for sure there are far many more than 
1,500 saints in heaven, not because of 
the Roman Catholic Church, but rath- 
er in spite of it. Christ’s religion, with 
all its glorious promises, and its “‘per- 
fect assurance” of immediate salva- 
tion after death, would be a hopeless 
failure indeed if it were true, as these 
“Vatican authorities” assert, that only 
1,500 believers in Christ have been 
assuredly saved after nearly 2,000 
years. 
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WHY | LEFT THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 


An Answer to Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce 


By Mary WALSH 


(A Protestant Convert from Catholicism ) 


[Much undue publicity has been given to Mrs. Luce’s articles in McCall's 
Magazine with her “reasons” why she became a Roman Catholic. Here is a 
splendid answer from a former Catholic woman why she became a Protestant, 
as reprinted from “Signs of the Times.” | 


I READ with interest and conflicting 
emotions the first installment of 
your lengthy article published in a re- 
cent issue of McCall’s Magazine rela- 
tive to your conversion to the Catholic 
Church. I, too, am what is generally 
called a convert; not, however, to Ca- 
tholicism, but from Catholicism to 
Protestantism. 

There are indeed many noble heart- 
ed Catholics who love their Lord de- 
voutly and sincerely according to what 
light they have. Such individuals em- 
bellish any church or nation. 

With no antipathy whatsoever in my 
heart against the members of this par- 
ticular persuasion, I venture to deal 
frankly with a few principles and well- 
known facts which are vital to the re- 
ligious life of all. I know that one 
is on delicate ground when venturing 
to question the authenticity of an- 
other’s religious beliefs. But, thank 
God, we are still blessed with freedom 
of speech and may exchange our 
thoughts without fear of keing con- 
signed to an inquisition. 


Personally, I am thankful that we 
are both living in free, Protestant 
America that recognizes the God-given 
right of freedom of conscience and en- 
ables everyone to join the religion of 
his choice and conviction. Wherever 
Protestantism rules, it grants this priv- 
ilege, but I regret to say this is not true 
concerning Catholicism. Not until 
Protestantism was born from _ the 
Word of God did the world dominat- 
ed by the Roman Church know what 
it was to be free in conscience and in 
its religious worship. Go to the coun- 
tries that are ruled by the hierarchy of 
Rome today and will you find religious 
freedom? The facts testify otherwise. 
The same principles that ruled during 
the Dark Ages cast their shadows over 
these countries and communities. 


I believe you are honest in the de- 
cision you have made, and I admire 
anyone who follows his convictions in 
the matter of religion, be that religion 
what it may. Of course, if it is a popu- 
lar church one decides to join, there 
is a glamour that appeals to one’s ego. 
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THE AUTHOR, MISS MARY WALSH 


The Church of your choice, as we all 
know, is popular; therefore, there is 
no sacrifice in becoming a member of 
it. 

The beautiful Gothic edifices of 
worship, the pomp and ritualistic serv- 
ices which tend to captivate the emo- 
tions, the enchanting music, the priest- 
ly robes, the genuflections, the glitter- 
ing liturgical objects that fascinate the 
eye, the mystery of the Mass conducted 
in a language foreign to the worship- 
ers—all of these inspire a sense of 
awe. This display of pride and opu- 
lence charms and intrigues. 

The religion of Jesus Christ does not 
lend itself to any ostentatious display 
nor exhibition of outward piety. The 
unobtrusive Galilean resorted to no rit- 
ualism, no vying for regal and political 
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power. These never entered into the 
life of the divine Son of God or any of 
His apostles. The apostle Paul attests 
to this: 

“For I think that God hath set forth 
us the apostles last, as it were appoint- 
ed to death: for we are made a spec- 
tacle unto the world, and to angels, 
and to men. We are fools for Christ’s 
sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are 
weak, but ye are strong; ye are honor- 
able, but we are despised. Even unto 
this present hour we both hunger and 
thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, 
and have no certain dwelling place; 
and labor, working with our own 
hands: being reviled, we bless; being 
persecuted, we suffer it; being de- 
famed, we entreat; we are made as the 
filth of the world, and are the offscour- 
ing of all things unto this day.” (J 
Corinthians 4:9-13.) 








Acme 
MRS. CLARE LUCE 
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I do not believe that Christ has 
changed His standards for His follow- 
ers today. Those who are true follow- 
ers of Christ and Christianity will not 
be reckoned among the great men. 
Again, I quote from the illustrious 
apostle: 


‘For ye see your calling, brethren, 
how that not many wise men after the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many no- 
ble are called: but God hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world to con- 
found the wise; and God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty; 
and the base things of the world, and 
things which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, 
to bring to nought things that are: that 
no flesh should glory in His presence. 
But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who 
of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption: that, according as it is 
written, He that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord.” (I Corinthians 1:26-31.) 


I deplore the kind of Protestantism 
with which you were associated, and 
the things which you revealed in your 
article. I regret to acknowledge that 
what you have stated is true. Protes- 
tantism, in the best and true sense of 
the word, is at a low ebb. Protestants 
generally have lost their love for the 
Holy Bible. They are following Rome 
in display and empty form. They are 
also dabbling in politics. Philosophical 
and materialistic sermons, rather than 
exhortations based on Scripture, are 
preached from their pulpits. Skepti- 
cism and higher criticism in Protestant 
colleges have resulted in disbelief in 
the inspiration of the Bible. This un- 
holy stream has filtered into the hearts 
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of the laity, and thus we are witnessing 
the spiritual decline of the Protestant 


church. However, it must not be for- , 


gotten that there are those who have 
tasted the power that God has invested 
in His word. True, they are few in 
number as has always been the case of 
the real followers of Christ. While 
they may be of little repute among the 
so-called great of earth, yet in the eyes 
of heaven they are esteemed, and will 
be rewarded with eternal life. See Deu- 
teronomy 7:7; Matthew 25:31-46; Rev- 
elation 22:14. 


I agree with you on your stand 
against the prevailing lack of sanctity 
on the part of Protestants relative to 
the holy bonds of matrimony. But, 
while I deplore Protestant divorce and 
all that it entails, I lightly esteem the 
Sacred Rota and its annulments. The 
Protestant divorce at least gives to the 
unfortunate children of such inhar- 
monious marriages a legitimate name, 
and saves the parents from the dis- 
grace of being guilty of concubinage 
while cohabitating as man and wife. 
On the other hand, the Roman annul- 
ment reverses this order by saying that 
no marriage ever existed; so, conse- 
quently, the offspring is illegitimate. 
Hence my revolt against a court that 
produces legislation of this character 
and my utter disregard for the judges 
who, while wearing clerical robes, will 
venture to nullify and obliterate the 
most sacred union we have in this 
world, and deny that the nuptial cele- 
bration ever existed between the in- 
compatible couple. What a legacy to 
hand down to children whose parents 
have had their marriage annulled! 
Born out of wedlock. A stigma that 
they, without any fault of their own, 
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must carry to the grave. What a trav- 
esty of justice! 


The ecclesiastical judicial court 


known as the Sacred Rota was insti- 
tuted by Pope John XXII in 1326, and 
regulated by Pope Sixtus IV between 
1471 and 1484. It was further regu- 
lated by Benedict XIV in his reign as 
Pope during the years 1740 to 1758. 
As late as 1908, Pope Pius X re-estab- 
lished this tribunal where decisions 
are reached on contested points. It is 
before this tribunal that matrimonial 
cases are decided according to canon 
law. It is in this court where canon law 
assumes the prerogative of nullifying 
the state civil law, a law which is in 
force for the purpose of preserving the 
purity of society. This court can ex- 
tend its power across the Atlantic, to 


the United States, and deliberately 
flaunt the validity of the law of this 


country concerning matrimony. When 


a couple after fulfilling every require- 
ment for legal marriage, are pro- 
nounced man and wife by the officiat- 
ing representative of the law of the 
state in which they live, why should a 
few judges in the city of Rome hand 
down a decision that counteracts and 
denies the authenticity of that lawful 
act? The Catholic Church would ans- 
wer, “impediments.” 
I will cite a portion of canon law 
as to what these impediments are: 
“What is meant by an invalid mar- 
riage? 
“It is one that is entirely destitute of 
effect in the eyes of God and the Church. 


“What should they do who are mar- 
ried invalidly ? 


“They should go at once to the priest 
and be properly married, or else separate. 
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“What things make a matriage in- 
valid ? 


“Three things: 1. Imperfect consent; 
2. Want of proper form; or 3. Exis- 
tence of an impediment. 


“What is meant by imperfect consent? 


“It is consent that is given out of ig- 
norance or fear. 


“What is meant by the proper form of 
marriage. 


“It is that formality without which 
the Church will not recognize the mar- 
riage, and consists in the presence of a 
duly qualified priest and at least two wit- 
nesses. 


“What are impediments? 


“Impediments are circumstances which 
from the nature of the case or the law 
of God or of the Church prevent the 
marriage. 


“How many kinds of impediments are 
there? 


“There are two kinds: 


“1. Such as render the marriage ille- 
gal, as for instance certain vows, and dif- 
ference of religion between the parties 
where both are baptized. 


“2. Such as render it not only illegal, 
but null if attempted. These are lack of 
proper age, physical incapacity, bond of 
previous marriage still existing, differ- 
ence of religion between a Catholic and 
an unbaptized person, sacred orders, sol- 
emn religious profession, relationship by 
blood or marriage, spiritual relationship, 
public propriety, abduction and crime.”"— 
Joseph Deharbe, A Complete Catechism 
of the Catholic Religion, pages 308-309. 


After reading what constitutes these 
impediments you will agree with me 
that of the two evils, divorce and: an- 
nulment, the Protestant divorce is the 
lesser of the two. 
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Dee Peete Ren oe gee is a 
Join with the millions praying this 
month for the conversion of Monsig- 
nor Sheen! Send us your pledge. 


a ee Se 


I was interested in the statement 
which you made regarding the pope 
of Rome's being a lover of peace. 
Some of us have not forgotten the 
Spanish war and the apostolic blessing 
pronounced by the pope of Rome on 
Franco; nor have we forgotten the 
Italian war on Ethiopia and where 
some of the money came that financed 
it. In both of these wars, “the peace 
lover’ could have sent forth his dove 
and saved countless men, women and 
children from destruction. Nor have 
we forgotten the Dark Ages and all 
their bloody history. The following 
statement taken from the pen of Dr. 
John Lord may refresh our memories: 


“But the Pope—-he still sits secure 
on the throne of the Gregories and the 
Clements, ready to pronounce bene- 
dictions or hurl anathemas, to which 
half of Europe bows in fear or love. 

“Whence this strange vitality ? What 
are the elements of a power so en- 
during and so irresistible? What has 
given to it its greatness and its dignity ? 
I confess I gaze upon it as a peasant 
surveys a king, as a boy contemplates 
a queen of beauty, — as something 
which may be talked about, yet re- 
moved beyond our influence, and no 
more affected by our praise or censure 
than is a procession of cardinals by the 
gaze of admiring spectators in St. 
Peter’s Church. Who can measure it, 
or analyze it, or comprehend it? 

“The weapons of reason appear to 
fall impotent before its haughty dog- 
matism. Genius cannot reconcile its in- 
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consistencies. Serenely it sits, unmoved 
amid all the aggressions of human 


thought and all the triumphs of mod- ' 


ern science. It is both lofty and de- 
graded; simple, yet worldly-wise; hum- 
ble, yet scornful and proud; washing 
beggars’ feet, yet imposing commands 
on the potentates of earth; benignant, 
yet severe on all who rebel; here 
clothed in rags, and there revelling in 
palaces; supported by charities, yet 
feasting the princes of the earth; as- 
suming the title of ‘servant of the 
servants of God,’ yet arrogating the 
highest seat among worldly digni- 
taries. Was there ever such a contra- 
diction ?—‘glory in debasement, and 
debasement in glory,—type of the 
misery and greatness of man? Was 
there ever such a mystery, so occult 
are its arts, so subtile its policy, so 
plausible its pretensions, so certain 
its shafts? How imposing the words 
of paternal benediction .. . 

“And yet what crimes and abomina- 
tions have not been committed in the 
name of the Church? If we go back 
and accept the history of the darker 
ages, what wars has not this Church 
encouraged, what discords has she not 
incited, what superstitions has she not 
indorsed, what pride has she not arro- 
gated, what cruelties has she not in- 
flicted, what countries has she not 
robbed, what hardships has she not 
imposed, what deceptions has she not 
used, what avenues of thought has she 
not guarded with a flaming sword, 
what truth has she not mocked and 
persecuted? Ah, interrogate the Al- 
bigenses, the Waldenses, the shades of 
Jerome of Prague, of Huss, of Savon- 
arola, of Cranmer, of Coligny, of Gal- 
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ileo; interrogate the martyrs of the 
Thirty Years’ War, and those who 


- \ were slain by the dragonnades of Louis 


XIV, those who fell by the hand of 


- | Alva and Charles [X; go to Smithfield 


and Paris on Saint Bartholomew's 
Day; think of gunpowder plots and 
inquisitions, and intrigues and tortures, 
all vigorously carried on under the 
cloak of religion — barbarities worse 
than those of savages, inflicted at the 
command of the ministers of a gospel 
of love... 


“As for the supreme rulers of this 
contradictory Church, so benevolent 
and yet so cruel, so enlightened and yet 
so fanatical, so humble and yet so 
proud, — this institution of blended 
piety and fraud, equally renowned for 
saints, theologians, statesmen, drivel- 
lers, and fanatics; the joy and the re- 
proach, the glory and the shame of 
earth,—there never were greater gen- 
iuses or greater fools; saints of almost 
preternatural sanctity, like the first Leo 
and Gregory, or hounds like Boniface 
VIII, or Alexander VI; an array of 
scholars and dunces, ascetics and glut- 
tons, men who adorned and men who 
scandalized their lofty position.” — 
Beacon Lights of History, vol. 3, pt. 1, 
pp. 98-102. 

As already stated I am a convert 
from Catholicism to Protestantism—a 
Protestantism which stands for the di- 
vine word of God and all that it re- 
presents. Unlike yourself, I was nur- 
tured in the religion of my forebears 
from birth. I naturally accepted. and 
believed what my church taught 
through the study of the catechism. I 
was devout and sincere and carried out 
to the nth degree the rites of the Cath- 
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olic Church. 1 was baptized when a 
day old, received the sacrament of con- 
firmation at a tender age. It naturally 
was a great event in my young life. 
The pride of my new outfit coupled 
with my fear of the officiating bishop 
is all that I recall. 


After receiving this sacrament, there 
was no inward peace or assurance that 
I would be saved from the abyss of the 
purgatorial fires which became more 
incandescent as the venial sins accumu- 
lated. Misgivings tormented my young 
and impressionable mind. The uncer- 
tainties which go with the teachings 
of that Church prompted the ghostly 
fears which- kept me in a mental state 
of conflict. I was continually seeking 
for a way to escape the yawning in- 
fernos of hell and purgatory. I resort- 
ed to meritorious works with the pur- 
pose of appeasing the wrath of an 
avenging God. 

I could not reconcile the two schools 
of thought I was exposed to in my 
Church. One class of friars specialized 
in the fires of hell and purgatory, while 
the other class preached on the love 
of God. My queries were: Are there 
two gods; one who avenges, and one 
who loves? or is there just one, with 
a dual personality? Why was I ever 
born? Why, after living a short time 
on this earth, should I be consigned 
to an unquenchable fire throughout 
the cycles of eternity, or spend a period 
of time in a burning vestibule that 
through my writhing the justice of 
God might be appeased? These, and 
a score of other questions went un- 
answered. Hence my mental conflict. 
Had I known my Bible, I would have 
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been spared those years of mingled 
hope and abject fear. 


It was not the sophism nor rhetoric 
of any theologian, nor the striking 
personality of a scholar which led me 
to forsake the religion of my fathers; 
but it was the teaching of the inspired 
Book of books, the Holy Bible. I 
searched its sacred pages for the doc- 
trines I had been taught and had be- 
lieved, but to my consternation and 
great astonishment they were not to be 
found. I then resorted to the study of 
the ecumenical councils and there, to 
my profound regret, I found their for- 
mation and inception. What made it 
more appalling was that these dogmas 
did not receive the imprimatur of the 
church universal until centuries after 
the apostles died. 


While I desired to remain a Catho- 
lic I had to be honest with myself and 
my God. These findings changed my 
whole view in the realm of religious 
thinking. Naturally, when I discovered 
that centuries of the Christian Era 
passed before the leading doctrines of 
the Catholic Church came into vogue, 
I was amazed and bewildered. If my 
Church claimed apostolic succession, 
she should have apostolic doctrines. 


I then went to the infallible guide, 
the Holy Scriptures, for my standard 
of religious teaching and beliefs. Here 
I found no uncertainties and no con- 
tradictions. 


Therefore, I salute the Bible as the 
instrument that God used in my con- 
version. It has unfolded to me the 
character of the pure and holy One, 
and how He related Himself to the 
varied experiences of life. He has left 
me an example that I should follow 
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in His steps. A piece of statuary, no} 4 
matter how skillful the workmanship,} b 
cannot reveal the Christ. The Bible! - 
alone portrays Him. This is the Book, * 
to live by, to die by, and to be saved qui 
y- I commend it to you and to alllio 
other seekers of truth. 
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ARE PRIEST AND CHRIST |! 
INTERCHANGEABLE? zo 


us 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC MAGA- Sct 
ZINE for priests published in{car 
New York, entitled Emmanuel, in its|the 
issue for April of this year, has the} re, 
following to say (page 113) about the 
interchange of a Roman Catholic 
priest’s personality with Christ: 


doi 


“There are two short moments in 4 Th 
priest’s life when he utterly seems to }for 
exchange personality with Christ. Never jw: 
is he more conscious than in these brief 
instants that he no longer exists but is 
completely clothed in the power and 
virtue of Christ. The first is the moment 

of absolution when the words of Scrip- 
ture ring in his ears: Quis potest dimit- 
tere peccata nisi solus Deus? (‘Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?’) Mark 2:7. 
How then can he presume to utter the 
awful words: Ego te absolvo a peccatis 
tuis, (‘I absolve thee from thy sins’) 
without pride and presumption, unless he 

be also comforted by the words of the 
bishop at his ordination: Accipe potest- 
atem dimittendi peccata (‘Receive the 
power of forgiving sins’)? There is a 
loving struggle that only faith can ap 
pease between himself and Christ whose 
power he wields and with whose per 
sonality he is clothed. 


“Again, when the priest bends over 
the bread and wine at consecration, he 
is no longer himself but Christ, whose 
words he repeats: Hoc est corpus meum;} 
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no| Aic est calix sanguinis mei (‘This is my 
ip,| body; this is the chalice of my blood’) 
dle! F 
ok; The answer to these questions is 
ed quite simple. A priest cannot presume 
allito utter such awful words, for the 
Scripture authority actually quoted for- 
bids it. “Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?” The “comfort” a priest gets 
from the remembrance of the bishop's 
words at ordination is not sufficient to 
justify his taking on such power. The 
‘A-iScripture clearly says that only God 
in}can forgive sin. A bishop says “Receive 
its}the power to forgive sins.” He acts di- 
the} rectly against the Word of God in so 
a doing. 
Who is right? God or the bishop? 
, a| they cannot both be right, and it is 
—tojfor the priest to choose between the 


ver two. 

t is 

and 

= SALVATION 

rip Not what these hands have done 


Can save this guilty soul; 


mit: Not what this toiling flesh has borne 
can Can make my spirit whole. 
2:7 


the Nor what I feel or do 
Can give me peace with God; 


a Not all my prayers, my sighs, my tears, 
na Can bear my awful load. 
Ss ne 


the Thy work alone, O Christ, 
test. Can ease this weight of sin; 

the Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God, 
Can give me peace within. 
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To Meet Your Special Problems and 
Those of the Flock Entrusted to Your 
Care— 


MIXED MARRIAGES by L. H. Lehmann, 15c 
The standard treatise on this sub- 
ject, including a photographic copy 
of the official Catholic Pre-Nuptial 
Contracts. This pamphlet has been 
directly instrumental in the preven- 
tion of many mixed marriages. 

HOW THE CATHOLIC CHURCH HELPED 
HITLER TO POWER, 15c. 

An excellent pamphlet to hand on 
to those who think that Catholi- 
cism is “just another religion.” 

HOW THE PAPACY CAME TO POWER by 
L. H. Lehmann, 15¢ 
The Romanization of the Christian 
Church; pagan origin of Catholic 
customs. 

THE GIFT OF SALVATION by Father Charles 
Chiniquy, 10c. 

The personal testimony of the fa- 
mous friend of Abraham Lincoln 


and author of “Fifty Years in the 
Church of Rome.” 


FATHER CHINIQUY: HIS LIFE AND SERV- 
ICES, 10c 


f 3 
A short summary of Father Chini- 
quy’s two famous books, “Fifty 
Years in the Church of Rome” and 
“Forty Years in the Church of 
Christ,” with a foreword by L. H. 
Lehmann. 

IS ROMANISM IN THE BIBLE? by Stephen 
L. Testa, 15¢. 

One Hundred Questions that Ro- 
man Catholics cannot answer. Es- 
sential for every Protestant who 
comes into contact with Catholics. 


FROM MONASTERY TO CHRIST........... 10c 
THE SECRET OF CATHOLIC POWER, by 
L. Lehmann 
ge ALL EIGHT PAMPHLETS 
FOR ONE DOLLAR 
AGORA PUBLISHING CO., Dept. N16 CC, 
120 Liberty Street, New York 6, N. Y. 


Na ee ale) 


Are— 
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No. |: THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
SECOND WORLD WAR......... 25e 


: THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN A 
DEMOCRACY 


: CENTURIES OF INTOLERANCE; 
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
AND ANTI-SEMITISM ......... 25e 


: THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS........ 250 


@aF "Send $1 for All Four Veripamphiets 
AGORA PUBLISHING CO., Dept. N16 CC, 
120 Liberty Street, New York 6, N. Y. 





TO SAVE GERMAN 
PROTESTANTISM 


ORE THAN 3,000 Protestant 
churches and charitable and edu- 
cational institutions have been taken 
from Protestants in Silesia and East 


Prussia and given over to the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


Protestants all over Germany are 
suffering very severely from lack of 
food and clothing. Food in some sec- 
tions is said to be less than the lowest 
rations in former Nazi concentration 
camps. 


The Emergency Committee for Ger- 
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man Protestantism is now seeking to 
enlist the sympathy of Ameri¢an Chris- 


tians to help by sending parcels to! 


Protestant clergymen and laymen. Any 
one desiring to assist in this way should 
address the Emergency Committee, in 
care of Rev. F. J. Forell, Correspond- 
ing Secretary, 325 Central Park West, 
New York 25, and the name or names 
of needy persons will be sent promptly 
to the writer. 


» Send sample copies of our maga- 
zine to your friends. We will mail 


them for you — 10 for $1.00. 
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MEMOIRS OF McCHEYNE Andrew A. Bonar. 


THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR F. W. Krummacher. 
First in the widely acclaimed Wycliffe Series of Christian 
Classics, choicest spiritual treasures of the past. Perhaps 
the greatest and richest unfolding of Holy Week events. 
Last days of Christ before Calvary, including His suffer- 
ing on the cross, reverently and dramatically portrayed. 
Biographical introduction by Wilbur M. Smith. 463 pages, 
green cloth, red panel with gold stamping. $3.50 


Regarded by Christian 


leaders as the most precious, inspiring devotional book of all time . . . has 
appeared in scores of editions during the past 100 years. The letters, Bible 
messages and papers of “the saintly McCheyne.” 
Biographical sketch by S. Maxwell Coder. 460 pages, uniform binding of 


the series. $3.50 


Second in Wycliffe Series. 






TRUTH VERSUS DOGMA J.C. Macaulay. A timely 
volume for Protestant Christians, giving differences be- 
tween Roman Catholicism and evangelical Christianity. 
With strict adherence to facts, fairness in presenting 
Rome's view, and no bitterness, pastor Macaulay gives be- 
lievers an accurate appraisal of Roman errors. This popu- 
lar book answers your questions about Roman Catholicism. 


128 pp. cloth. $1.50 


Moody Press @ cient. 


CHICAGO 10, ILL. 
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|CRUSADE OF PRAYER FOR THE CONVER- 


SION OF MONSIGNOR SHEEN 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


FLOOD OF COMMENT has come from our readers about my dream- 
4 story in last month’s issue of the conversion of Monsignor Sheen. 

Nearly all say: “How wonderful it would be if your dream came 
true!” and add, “It could come true if we prayed hard enough.” 


This would indeed be a great test of prayer, and no one can fail to imagine 
how much Christ our Saviour would be glorified by the public conversion of 
such an outstanding Roman Catholic spokesman as Monsignor Sheen. It would 
be a much-needed tonic for so many spiritually indifferent Protestants, as well 
as proof of the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a world now hurtling 
to destruction. It might even be the spark to set off that long-awaited second 
Reformation from within the Roman Catholic Church. 


1 AM ACCEPTING THIS CHALLENGE AND AM NOW CALLING 
UPON ALL OUR CHRISTIAN READERS TO JOIN IN A CRUSADE OF 
PRAYER DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER FOR THE CON- 
VERSION OF MONSIGNOR SHEEN TO EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN- 
ITY.: 

It so happens that November in the Roman Catholic Church is ‘Purgatory 
Month,” when all Catholics are urged to have masses offered for the souls 
of their loved ones in purgatory. As Monsignor Sheen confesses with his own 
mouth in my dream, and as I fully prove in my new book, Out of the Labyrinth, 
once the false belief in purgatory goes, then everything else in Roman Catholic 
teaching that denies the finished work of Christ on Calvary goes with it. When 
a Roman Catholic ceases to believe in the old pagan teaching of purgatory, 
he cannot logically retain belief in the ‘sacrifice’ of the mass, priestly confes- 
sion, indulgences, intercession of the saints and worship of their images, and 
the host of other things that make a mockery of Calvary. 


In my dream-story, Monsignor Sheen confesses: “The logic of this clear and 
simple contrast is inexorable. Till now I have always insisted on the Church's 
word that our salvation cannot be complete in one life; that Christ's work 


. does not save us completely in one life; that we must continue to suffer in 


another life till we are purged of all the dross and stains of our sins; that it 
is a sin of presumption to dare assert that we can go all at once into the in- 
effable presence of God after we die.” 

When a Roman Catholic comes to this point, he can only remain a Roman 
Catholic by flatly denying the Scripture teaching that by the “new and living 
way’ opened for us by Christ we now can dare to assert that we now can have 
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the “boldness to enter into the holiest oe 
by the blood of Jesus...” (Heb. 10: 
19). On the other hand, if he ac- 
cepts this true Gospel teaching, why 
trust any longer to a mere partial for- 
giveness of sins by a priest in confes- 
sion; why trust to priestly sacrifices 
“which can never take away sin;’’ why 
trust to the intercession of saints and 
pray before their images; why accept 
the promise of a mere half-measure 
of salvation when the guarantee of 
the full measure is assured ? 

Here is my plan for the crusade of 
prayer for the conversion of Mon- 
signor Sheen: 

This issue of our magazine goes to 
nearly forty thousand subscribers. 
This means that at least more than + 
twice that number will read it. I am RECENT PHOTO OF MONSIGNOR 
asking each one of you, therefore, who SHEEN 
reads this to pledge three minutes of 
earnest prayer every morning during 
the entire month of November for the 
conversion of Monsigner Sheen. This 
would mean that more than 100,000 
people would be praying continually 
for this specific purpose all across this great country, from Maine to California, 
for four hours each day. 

Furthermore, among our subscribers are about 11,000 Protestant ministers. 
If each of these secured the same pledge from their congregations, from their 
prayer circles and Sundays schools, the number praying each day for four hours 
would be several million. Such a barrage of prayer to the Lord would surely 
bring some good result! 

Will you join? If you do, send us a penny post card saying: “I am praying 
with you.” 

Better still: Write a post card to Monsignor Sheen and tell him: 

"I am one of millions praying this month with Mr. Lehmann of Christ's 
Mission for your conversion to Evangelical Christianity. Tell us over the radio 
that you believe that Jesus Christ on Calvary has saved you to the uttermost.” 

Address him at Catholic University, Washington, D. C. 


So PRAY! PRAY, YOU MILLIONS OF CHRISTIANS! PROVE TO 
THIS UNBELIEVING WORLD THAT YOUR FAITH CAN BE DEMON: 
STRATED! . 
























Pray, ye Christians, that the Lord may 
bring into these terrified eyes the peace 
and assurance of His saving grace! 

























47 FOLLOWING are a few comments on our CRUSADE OF PRAYER for the 


conversion of Monsignor Sheen from ministers of various denominations: 


“I believe that Dr. Lehmann has initiated 
a definitely Biblical procedure when he 
asks millions to pray for the conversion of 
Monsignor Sheen. The battle is not ours 
but the Lord’s, and we must believe that 
‘He is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think according 
to the power that worketh in us.’ I would 
suggest that we go far beyond this indi- 
vidual in our petitions, and pray for many 
millions in the Roman faith whose hearts 
are ill at ease in their lack of genuine ex- 
perience in Christ that they may be 
brought to a saving knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
—Dr. William Ward Ayer, Pastor 

Calvary Baptist Church, New York City 
“The story is certainly a thriller! Too bad 
it is only a dream. But some dreams come 
true.” 

—Dr. Harry A. lroxwside, Pastor, 

The Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, Ill. 
“Your dream can and will become a reali- 
ty by the united prayers of God’s people. 
Count on me and my church 100%.” 

—Rev. Joseph Sproule, Pastor, 

The First Free Methodist Church, Phila., Pa 
“A thoughtful suggestion from one who 
knows what it is to be delivered into the 
freedom that is in Christ.” 

—Dr. Dean G. McKee, 

Biblical Seminary, New York City 

“Your vividly described ‘dream-account’ 

of Msgr. Sheen’s conversion to Christ left 

me praying: ‘Father, may it be Thy will!’ ” 
—Rev. Fred A. Sommars, Pastor, 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bagley, Minn. 
“Willing to be quoted backing Crusade. 
Am personally participating.” 

—Rer. Is Sydney Kane, Jr., Pastor, 
First Bapiist Church, Pottsville, Pa. 
“Count us in on the movement of prayer 
for the conversion of Msgr. Sheen and his 
understanding of the Protestant way of 
Christian life.” 

—Rev. Frank C. Williams, Pastor, 

South Reformed Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
“With you 100% in your Prayer Crusade 
..- In darkening world crisis God is able 
through His sovereign grace and earnest 
prayers of Christians to save many .. .” 

—Dr. David Otis Fuller, Pastor, 
Wealthy Street Baptist Church, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
“Like most other dreams, I am afraid this 
one is of the quality of a nightmare. It 


President, 


“Blessed are they th that have not seen, and yet have believed.” 


might be desirable, but I believe it is very 
doubtful. The weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal but spiritual, and the true be- 
liever does not expect that many of Sa- 
tan’s advocates shall suddenly turn from 
Saul to Paul. I rather imagine there will 
be more breathing of threatening and 
slaughter than there will of ‘Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do.’ ” 

—Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse, Pastor, 

Tenth Presbyterian Church, Phila., Pa. 
“I am in heartiest sympathy with your 
Crusade of Prayer. The divine power that 
saved the erudite Saul of Tarsus, can ef- 
fect the miracle of the conversion of Mon- 
signor oe. 

—Dr. ". Shields, Pastor, 

lewis Sea Baptist Church, Toronto, Can. 
“TI am thoroughly interested in salad call 

and will do anything I can to help.” 
—Rev. Alexander Wouters, Pastor, 
Reformed Church, Flushing, N.Y. 
“My congregation and I are with you in 

your Prayer Crusade.” 

—Rev. Charles G. Bauer, Pastor, 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Camden, N. J. 

“4 wonderful dream from what promises 
to be a fascinating book. I shall earnestly 
pray for its fulfilhment.” 

—Dr. Russell G. Jones, Pastor, 

First Baptist Church, Bloompeld, N. J. 
“Thrilling, thought-provoking, impossible, 
yet with God all things are possible. Let’s 
pray!” 

—Rer. C. §. Hartzell, Superintendent, 

Brotherhood Mission, Phila., Pa. 
“That is a most thrilling and touching 
story of the conversion of Monsignor 
Sheen. The followers of Jesus of Nazareth 
could do no better than to pray and work 
for the realization of your dream. I am 
very much in accord with your program.” 
—Rev. D. Earl Daniel, Pastor, 

First Presbyterian Church, Holyoke, Mass. 
“Your Crusade of Prayer is truly a call to 
Protestants to demonstrate their faith. I 
and mine will pray with you.” 

—Rev. Thomas E. Little, Director, 

American Protestant Defen 
New York City 
“It is the very genius of authentic Chris- 
tianity to pray for the realization of the 
seemingly impossible. May millions actu- 
ally join the glorious Prayer Crusade.” 

—Dr. T. Christie Innes, General Secretary, 

American Tract Society, New York City 


r 
¢ LeAaghe, 


_John 20: 29 
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Will Revitalize Your Faith 
—Will fill your heart with 
pity for the unconverted 
—May set the footsteps 
of some dear friend firm- 
ly on the path of Truth. 


AGORA PUBLISHING CO. 


Ree Oe ee eS eS eee ee ee | 


= OUR FRIENDS are urged to have the above advertisement for Dr. Leh- 
mann’s dynamic book inserted in their local newspapers and religious maga- 
zines. In this way you will help to offset the tremendous publicity being prepared 
for Mrs. Clare Luce’s book on why she joined the Roman Catholic Church. 


A cut of the above advertisement will be sent you on request from: 


AGORA PUBLISHING CO., 120 Liberty Street, New York 6, N. Y. 


DEPT. NOTL 


> If you prefer not to handle this yourself, send remittance to us and we will 


place the advertisement for you, without mention of your name. 


a I 





47| November, 1947 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


JEZEBEL ABROAD IN AMERICA 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


> THIS is the chapter of L. H. Lehmann’s new book, “OUT OF THE LABY- 
RINTH,” which caused his dream of the conversion of Monsignor Sheen, 
that was published in last month’s issue of this magazine. (Published by per- 
mission and copyrighted by Agora Publishing Co., 1947) 


O ONE can fail to notice how 
much idolatry is flaunted in the 
faces of Christians today. Pictures of 
people suppliant before images 
abound in the secular press, and on 
tens of thousands of movie screens 
idolatrous displays and worshipping 
before images have become the regu- 
lar diet of the American public. Prot- 
estants have become so accustomed to 
these things that they are beginning to 
lose the sense of shock to their Chris- 
tian sensibilities. Our American cities, 
like Athens as Saint Paul saw it, are 
given over to idolatry, and the revived 
cult of Jezebel, both crude and cultur- 
ed, finds an eager following. 
Paganization of the life of a people 
is a gradual process. Satan does not 
make his initial attack in the open. He 
uses the ‘softening up’ process first, 
by introducing a disintegrating ele- 
ment, the evil of which, however, is 
hidden under a feeling of security and 
special privilege. He seduces the peo- 
ple of God with the attractive leaven 
of idolatry and its fond deceptions. 
He uses the evil and artful promoter 
of idolatrous teaching who has always 
been symbolized by the woman Jeze- 
bel. 
The historic Jezebel was the idola- 
trous queen of the weak and wicked 


Ahab. She brought into Israel all the 
abominations of her heathen land. 
Cruel, boasting and scheming, she 
boldly seized the God-given inheritance 
of Naboth after causing his death. She 
feasted at -her table the infamous 
prophets of Baal, and by cunning and 
cruelty silenced the true prophets and 
worshippers of the Lord. So success- 
ful was she in this, that Elijah thought 
he was the only worshipper of the 
true God left in Israel. 


This seducing Jezebel has been 
brought into our midst in America. 
The abominations she has carried 
with her from her heathen land have 
permeated the institutions of Ameri- 
can life. They are to be seen on the 
higher levels of art and literature as 
well as on the low levels of base pleas- 
ure and amusement. Everything is, as 
it were, encrusted with it. In religion, 
where she ranks as a prophetess, Jeze- 
bel sets forth her fascinating decep- 
tions—a monstrous mingling of pa- 
gan and Christian elements, thus cor- 
rupting sound doctrine and perverting 
the truth. In the Roman Catholic 
Church she holds an exalted place and 
her teaching is authoritative. There 
she is adept at disguising her pagan 
ancestry under a thin veneer of Chris- 
tian phraseology. 
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Converts to Roman Catholicism like 
Mrs. Clare Luce, prompted by Mon- 
signor Fulton J. Sheen and other 
priest-tutors, put forth specious argu- 
ments in an effort to prove that Ro- 
man Catholics are not taught to wor- 
ship or pray fo statues and images; 
that they only pray before them and 
to the saints thus worshipped. Despite 
such plausible excuses, it cannot be 
denied that Roman Catholicism has 
made the second commandment of 
God of no effect among its people, 
and teaches for Christian doctrine the 
precepts of its Church, which are the 
commandments of men. In fact, it has 
entirely eliminated the wording of the 
second commandment from its ver- 
sion of the Decalogue in its cate- 
chisms and textbooks.’ 


On Mt. Sinai God, through Moses, 
spoke saying: “Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth; 
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them nor serve them.” 

In order to explain the absence of 
the above commandment in Roman 
Catholic listings of the Decalogue, 
Catholic apologists will tell you, of 
course, that it is implicitly contained 
in the first commandment. But no 
matter what specious reasons they 
concoct, they cannot deny that they 
teach their people to make graven 
images and to bow down before them. 
This is a direct violation of the second 

*See, for example, My Sunday Missal, by 
Father Joseph Stedman, p. 299, and the versions 


of the Catholic Baltimore Catechism, taught in 
all parochial schools. , 





Goddess Mother and Son from 
Babylon 








commandment of God which specifi- 
cally says: ‘“Thou shalt ot make unto 
thyself any graven image . . . Thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them 
. . .” Roman Catholics do both. They 
not only make the images, but also 
bow down on bended knees before 
them, light candles to them and burn 
incense before them. 


As a student and a priest in Rome, 
I had to officiate on Christmas night 
at the ceremony of carrying in pro- 
cession a gorgeously dressed doll- 
image (bambino) of the infant Jesus 
under a Japanese umbrella. The image 
was placed on the high altar, hymns 
were sung to it and a priest, on bend- 
ed knees, offered up incense before it. 
Then the little doll was presented to 
the congregation and each one kneel- 
ing kissed its stomach, inside of which 
we believed to be a piece of the man- 





XUN 





947 | November, 1947 





ger in which Christ was born. When 
we visited St. Peter’s Basilica we were 
told that an indulgence could be gain- 


‘ed by kissing the foot of a huge metal 


statue, supposed to be that of Saint 
Peter, but said to be actually an anci- 
ent image of Marcus Aurelius. All 
semblance of a foot had long disap- 





Mother and Son from 
India 


peared, since it had been kissed away 
until only a smooth, polished piece of 
shapeless metal remained. Reporting 
the ceremonies in Ottawa, Canada, at 
the Marian Congress on June, 1947, 
Life magazine drew attention to the 
fact that a long procession of devout 
people knelt and kissed the foot of 
the giant statue of Mary “until the 
paint wore off its toes.” 


Pictures in an illustrated Italian 
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newspaper of recent date* show that 
devout Catholic people in Naples still 
crawl prostrate on their stomachs be- 
fore the images of their Madonnas 
and lick the ground with their tongues 
on their way to the statues. The New 
York Department of Health was ob- 
liged some years ago to put a stop to 
this practice among Italian people in 
the Bronx, because so many cases of 
tetanus resulted from it. 

Down in their hearts, these Roman 
Catholic apologists know well enough 
that to bow down to an image is to 
confess worship to it. To all outward 
appearance and intent, this Roman 


* L’Europeo, April 5, 1947. 








This is the hundred foot statue of Mary 
outlined in fireworks at the Marian Con- 
gress in Ottawa last June. 
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Catholic practice of kneeling and bow- 
ing before images, lighting candles 
before them and offering up incense 
to them, differs in no way from the 
same practice of the Buddhists in In- 
dia and of pagan people in other 
lands. 


It is easy enough to understand how 
such corruption of religion begins and 
develops, and how God’s awful pro- 
hibition and condemnation are eventu- 
ally sidestepped. The natural heart of 
man is prone to the worship of im- 
ages, is attracted to the tangible crea- 
ture that in the end completely takes 
the place of God. This tendency 
springs from an aversion in the un- 
regenerate heart to the perfect purity 
of God, despite a sense of dependence 
and guilt before God. The nearer man 
gets to the Holy One, the deeper be- 
comes his sense of guilt. He naturally 
turns aside from a direct fellowship 
with One so much higher and holier 
than himself. He wants to be cleansed, 
but is unwilling either to confess him- 
self a sinner, or to believe that God 
has so loved him that He gave His 
only-begotten Son as an all-sufficient 
Saviour from sin. He turns instead to 
what the apostle Paul calls the “beg- 
garly elements” (Gal. 4:9) and offers 
worship to an inferior creature, su- 
perior, however, to himself, in order 
to intercede for him. He feels that he 
can fellowship with this creature, who 
is inferior to God but much higher 
than himself, but still a creature on 
the same level with himself. 


In this way all idolatry and pagani- 
zation of religion are explained. And 
of this the Roman Catholic Church 
has taken profitable advantage. Its 
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apologists make excuses for the wor-and 
ship of images and the use of inferior|the 
mediators by teaching that sinful man inde 
is not worthy to approach directly to!jlool 
God. Jesus Christ, they say, only }san 
brought justice, not mercy on earth, jwe 
and that we must look to His mother }to i 
and His special friends, the saints, to} 
obtain mercy for us. Thus Mary is of | 
made the “Mediatrix of all graces,” 
and they quote Saint Jerome that }w7, 
“God will not save us without the in- })/,, 
tercession of Mary.” Lo 


Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen, in his }ha 
recent book, Preface to Religion, \wh 
makes the same excuse to uphold the Jof 
doctrine of purgatory. “The necessity }fla 
of purgatory,” he says, (p. 138), “is |(F 
grounded upon the absolute purity of [br 
God . . . If there were no purgatory, [ho 
then the justice of God would be too five 
terrible for words, for who are they {to 
who would dare assert themselves \ th 
pure enough and spotless enough to 
stand before the Immaculate Lamb of } 4 
God?” ie 

Here can be seen Satan’s deceptive }te 
teaching that no one can dare expect Jof 
such mercy from God that all his sins } ti 
can be completely forgiven, or that } fe 
he can be saved “to the uttermost.” lc 
This is true, of course, according to 
the teaching of the Roman Catholic 
Church that man can and must earn 
his own salvation. If by our own 
works we are saved, then indeed 
would we have to tremble and fear. 
that we could never adequately atone 
for our sins. Then indeed would it be §, 
presumptuous to dare assert ourselves, 9. 
as Monsignor Sheen says, pure enough {, 


se csc an PT Se 





*P. J. Kenedy and Sons, 1946. 
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or-jand spotless enough to stand before 
iorithe Immaculate Lamb of God! Then 
an lindeed would we have to seek and 


to 
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es 
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look to creatures higher than we in 
sanctity who have earned more than 
we can, and to whom we could turn 
to intercede for us. 


But that is the pagan way, the way 
of Jezebel. The true Christian way is, 
as Paul tells us (Rom. 5:1, 2): 
"Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we 
have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God.” And again Paul 
flatly contradicts Monsignor Sheen 
(Heb. 10:19-20): “Having therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the 


holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a 


Grew and living way, which He hath 


consecrated for us, through the veil, 
that is to say, His flesh.” 


The Scripture teaching here clearly 
answers Monsignor Sheen’s question 
and assures us that we can dare to en- 
ter into the holiest of holies, because 
of this ‘new and living way” of Chris- 
tian teaching. Monsignor Sheen pre- 
fers the old pagan way, and he is 
logical and correct in saying that, by 
this pagan way of the unregenerate 
human heart, we can never be pure 
and spotless enough to stand before 
the terrifying presence of the Immac- 
ulate Lamb of God. But he surely is 
not so blind that he does not see the 
ast difference between the two. Com- 
plete spiritual blindness alone can ex- 
cuse his failures to see it. If he is not 
Spiritually blind, then he must be 
downright dishonest. He stands con- 
victed of either one or the other by 
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SOULS BURNING IN PURGATORY 


Msgr. Sheen calls this a “logical neces- 
sity’. . . confined to that prison of 
purifying fire . . . incapable of break- 
ing their chains, for their time of mer- 
it is passed.” (p. 145 of his Preface to 
Religion). 


the above text of Hebrews. 

I consider it a most extraordinary 
thing now that these defenders of 
saints and their images should seize 
upon the “absolute purity of God” as 
excuse for focusing the worship of 
their people downward to things of 
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earth. By doing so, they are actually 
playing upon the aversion in the un- 
regenerate heart of man to this per- 
fect purity of God. They pander to 
the tendency in sinful man to spurn 
and reject the love of God as mani- 
fested in Christ, the one mediator and 
all-sufficient Saviour. This also serves 
to enhance and protect the power of 
the priest. It makes it necessary to set 


up an image which the people can see 
and which the priest can handle. For 
vain man must be master of his God. 
Priests in all religions have made it a 


A CATHOLIC IMAGE OF MARY 


In place of Jesus, she is depicted as crush- 
ing the serpent’s head (Gen. 3:15); also 
as Israel (Rev. 12:1) crowned with twelve 
stars. 

The Mary of Scripture is the very op- 
posite of this. She abases herself as a 
sinner needing a Saviour: “My soul 
doth magnify the Lord, and my Spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour” — 
Luke 1:46, 47. 
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ANOTHER CATHOLIC IMAGE OF MARY 


In all pagan religions a Goddess is mag- 
nified and God made a helpless babe at 
her breast. 


Like Roman Catholicism they appeal- 
ed to the natural repugnance in the 
sinner to approach God's holy pres. 
ence directly—which can now be done 
with “boldness” through Christ. In 
Stead a creature, inferior to God but 
the superior of other men because of 


good works, is appealed to. 


cardinal principle of their teaching to 
make sure the power of the God they 
worship does not get out of their con- 
trol. For this reason they made victims 
of their Gods so that they could han- 
dle and sacrifice them at will. 


To be pitied therefore are the faith- 
ful followers of the priests of the Ro 
man Catholic Church who are taught 
to reject the love of God and his plan 
of Christian redemption whereby they 
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can be so purified by “a new and liv- 
Fjing way” that they can stand before 
44God holy and blameless. Instead they 
are provided with idols and told that 
they dare not hope to have the bold- 
ness to enter into the holiest and have 
peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. They are not taught that 
our Lord has consecrated that new 
way for them through the shedding of 
his blood in his all-sufficient sacrifice 
in Calvary. Instead of that one great 
sacrifice of calvary, they are given the 
idolatrous sacrifice of the mass, an af- 
fair of the hands and the magic of the 
breath of a priest whereby a sinful 
creature is believed to be able to cre- 
ate the God who made him! 


Thus the wafer of bread in the Ro- 
man Catholic mass, made by human 
hands as all bread is made, is called 
God and adored on bended knees. 
This is the climax of the abominations 
| fof Jezebel. Without this caricature of 
Calvary, the Roman Catholic Church 
could not survive. Jezebel . . . paint- 
ed her face and tired her head, and 
looked out at a window.” (II Kings 
9:30). 

Today this same Jezebel has taken 
her place at the window. She is in the 
public eye. She is bold, for her time 
is short. She has painted her face, thus 
masking all the coarseness and vile- 
ness of her withered soul. She is de- 


SPAIN 


SPANISH 
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fant. She has decked her head, given 
herself a magnificent triple crown. Ar- 
rayed in her own pagan splendor she 
stands in the way of those who have 
a right to the crown of life and to re- 
ceive the crown of glory. Jezebel de- 
rides the people of God—and Elijah 
has fled. He who stood on Mount Car- 
mel and exposed the prophets of Baal 
for the miserable impostors they were 
and brought down the fierce judgment 
of God upon them, has quailed and 
fled before the threat of Jezebel. 
There is here, I think, a lesson for 
the timid Protestant leaders of our 
day, a picture of the people of God 
standing in awe in the face of onrush- 
ing idolatry, with few dissenting 
voices, all afraid of Jezebel! 


But now that she flaunts her paint- 
ed face from her lofty eminence, Jeze- 
bel’s destruction, as of old, will be 
certain and swift. The fury of God 
will come up in His face and he will 
cast her down.. For Christ, the image 
of the invisible God—the only image 
and only rightful object of worship— 
must conquer in the end. Jezebel, the 
idolatrous teacher of vanities and de- 
ceptions, will in due time be cast down 
and utterly consumed. Like the his- 
torical Jezebel who was eaten of dogs, 
all idolatrous systems of worship shall 
be found no more—"'so that they shall 
not say, This is Jezebel.” 


An Evangelist from Barcelona writes: “Everywhere we find people hungry 
and thirsty for the Word of God.” The Spaniards are sick and tired of 


Romanism which has exploited them spiritually and economically. If the 
CHRISTIAN MISSION were ONLY 


able to support more missionaries today! 


We have sixteen workers, but what is that for a multitude of 27,000,000 pagan people living 
in Spain? Will you not ask the Lord what He would have you do for Spain? 


SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 


Rev. Zacarias P. Carles, B.A., L.Th., 8.C.T. 


North American Headquarters 


Founder and Director 
3 Hillsboro Avenue, Toronto 5, Canada 
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A CONTRAST 


ECENTLY a Roman Catholic 

choir from Rome and Vatican 
City toured the United States and was 
received everywhere with great hon- 
or and acclaim. A load of American 
dollars was contributed and sent to 
Rome. 


Last June a Protestant choir from 
Princeton Theological Seminary tour- 
ed Mexico. Here are a few of the in- 
cidents that occurred, as reported by 
Rev. William R. Stackhouse of Phil- 
adelphia, a member of the choir and a 
reader of our magazine: 


“In Tampico on the night of 
June 7, we broadcasted over station 


XEFW. The Roman Catholics tried 


many a broken heart. 


President 
JOSEPH M. STEELE 


THANK YOU, BELOVED OF THE LORD 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 
wishes to thank all our gracious friends for enabling us through their love, | 
prayers, and gifts to minister to thousands of homeless, hopeless, sick, and 
weary Hebrew Christians and Jewish people across the face of the earth. 


Your fellowship with us has brought untold comfort to many in the valley 
of fear and despair. You are helping us feed the hungry, clothe the bedraggled, 
heal the wounded, and permitting the love of Christ to find entrance into 


In the name of His little ones, in the name of the old, the feeble, the dis- 
tressed, and indeed in the name of the Lord, we thank you. 


“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 
728-G Witherspoon Building, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 

Treasurer 

Dr. JOSEPH T. BRITAN 
Treasurer for Canada: 

Ev. P. S. Dosson, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College 
St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, ISRAEL MY GLORY, sent to all 
contributors and also on request 


P.S. If this expression of thanks does not apply to you as yet, we prayerfully welcome your 
fellowship with us in the Master’s work. 


in every way to prevent the broad- 
cast, but fortunately were unsuc- 
cessful owing to the courageous ef- 
forts of the local Masons. 


“On June 11, the chorus went to 
Vera Cruz for an evening worship 
service which was to be broadcast- 
ed. But the electric power was cut 
off before the service began. The 
service was continued with the use 
of oil lamps, but without the radio 
broadcast. 


“On June 14, in the city of Zita- 
cuaro, the Seminary Choir sang a 
program of sacred music at a the- 
ater. Unable to stop the perform. 
ance, the Roman Catholic clergy 
stirred up the local Catholic popu- 
lation against us, as a result of 
































































General Secretary 
REV. VICTOR BUKSBAZEN 
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which the theater had to be patrol- 
led by armed guards throughout the 
program. 

“In the village of San Lorenzo 
the choir conducted a service in a 
little Protestant chapel. Throughout 
the entire service we had to sing, 
ptay and speak over the noise of 
the bells of the nearby Roman Cath- 
olic Church. Toward the end of the 
service the priest got a loud speak- 
er into action. After we left, the 
native Protestant congregation con- 
tinued the services, but had to con- 
tend against the blare of both the 
loudspeaker and the bells. 

“The automobiles in which we 
travelled were stoned by the Cath- 
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olics as we left the Church in San 
Lorenzo.” 


Concerning the persecution of Prot- 
estants in Mexico and the lies spread 
about them by the priests, Mr. Stack- 
house reports: “I secured a pamphlet 
in one of the Roman Catholic Church- 
es which stated that: 1) All Protes- 
tants are Communists; 2) the Evan- 
gelical Church in Mexico is simply an 
imperialistic instrument of the United 
States; 3) Senor Perez, pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Mexico City, 
goes to the United States once a year 
to get his instructions from the State 
Department.” 

He tells of other cases of Protestant 
persecution: of a little girl fed poison- 
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ed candy by Catholic neighbors be- 
cause her parents joined the Evangel- 
ical faith; of another child thrown in- 
to a pig sty in her mother’s presence, 
also because her mother broke with 
the Roman Church and joined the 
Protestants. “In spite of persecution,” 
he states, “the Evangelical Church in 
Mexico is making tremendous prog- 
ress. It is a forward-moving, enthusi- 
astic, Christ-loving Church, and an 
example to many indifferent Protes- 
tant Churches in the United States.” 


--O-- 


PAPAL NETWORK 


HE POWER of the Catholic 

Church in U. S. politics was de- 
tailed by Carl Wiegman in the Chica- 
go Tribune of last April 5. Here are 
some gleanings from his article: 


1. Catholic Church newspapers and 
magazines have a total circulation of 
12,734,325, which indicates that they 
reach the homes of nearly all the 24,- 
402,124 Catholics in the U. S. He 
calls the Catholic press, “one of the 
most efficient agencies for influencing 
public opinion in the United States.” 


2. In November each year the Cath- 
olic bishops meet in Washington and 
issue a joint statement of their views 
on world and domestic affairs. This 
statement, along with papal pro- 
nouncements from Rome, sets the key- 
note for the far-flung activities of the 
Church. 


3. Catholic propaganda is coordin- 
ated by the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference in Washington, with 
eight departments each headed by a 
bishop. 
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4. The Catholic clergy, followingRE 
the example and instructions of Popdyy 
Pius XII, hold the right to tell thei 
congregations how to vote in elec A 
tions. 


ma 

5. The attitude of the Catholi¢}pre 
Church toward the State is stated by|ser 
Chicago's official Catholic paper, Thelrep 
New World, as follows: “When the}do 
issues of Church and State clash\n; 
which often happens in moral problpis 
lems, the Church reserves her right tolio 
dictate her course of action; and be\j, 
ing a superior society, should take pre-\ed 
cedence.” 


6. In the field of Labor, the Catho- lea 
lic Church has its own unions—the}to 
ACTU — Association of Catholic}an 


Trade Unionists, whose aim is “to fos-}20 
ter sound trade unionism along Chris : 
tian lines, so that the labor movement 
may be effective toward the establish . 
ment of a Christian social order as set] w, 
forth in the papal encyclicals.”” The} ar 
ACTU bars non-Catholics from mem- 

bership, “because its fundamental } vi 
purpose is to spread the teachings of }p 
the Catholic Church.” ci 
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ingjRELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN 
PS'YUGOSLAVIA 


ied A LARGE PROPORTION of the 
population of Yugoslavia is Ro- 

_jman Catholic and the Roman Catholic 
oli¢ipress in America has been making the 
byiserious charge against Marshal Tito’s 
¢iregime that there is no religious free- 
théldom allowed there. Among the 
ash,\charges was the accusation that Arch- 
‘Ob. bishop Stepinac, who was sentenced 
f H0lto prison for collaboration with the 


@|Ustashi terrorists, was being mistreat- 
Dre ted. 


A group of trusted U. S. Protestant 
tho-fleaders went to Yugoslavia last July 
the}to find out at first hand if there were 
licjany truth in these charges. There is 
fos-4n0 reason to doubt the reports they 
ris: Foabled on the conditions as they ac- 
‘ent | Maly found them. They visited every 
., [part of the country, attended mass in 
is'}Roman Catholic churches. and even 
Sétiwent to Archbishop Stepinac’s cell 
The}and talked freely with him. 

em- 


Here is what they said: After their 
ntal | visit with Marshal Tito, they told the 
; of | press correspondents: “The only criti- 
cism which we might make concern- 
ing the Church is that we saw and 
visited too many of them.” To this 
Marshal Tito replied: “Tell them in 
America that there is a church on ev- 
ery hill.” The Rev. John H. Melish, 
rector of Holy Trinity Episcopal 
: Church in Brooklyn, declared: “It 

ems to me that the degree of toler- 
ance toward the Church here is high. 
I attended mass and saw that the peo- 
ple, without obstruction from the au- 
thorities, attend their church and per- 
form all their religious duties.” Arch- 
bishop Stepinac personally told the 


ope? 


wr $i 





visiting Protestant clergymen that 
“there were no restrictions on his re- 
ligious liberty in prison. He had Bibles 
in Croatian and Latin, other books 
and a portable typewriter, and'he cel- 
ebrated mass daily in a specially pro- 
vided chapel next to his cell.” 


Severe restrictions, however, are 
placed on priests and bishops who in- 
terfere in politics. Marshal Tito told 
the Protestant clergymen: “We are of 
the opinion. that the Church should 
not interfere in State political affairs, 
that priests should carry out their re- 
ligious rites and should act toward the 
strengthening of morals and helping 
the State in general.” This is a basic 
principle of our American democracy. 
The only difference seems to be that 
we in the United States hold this prin- 
ciple merely in theory, whereas Mar- 
shal Tito puts it into practice. 


A sample of how realistically he 
does so happened during the very time 
these American Protestant clergymen 
were visiting Yugoslavia. Six Catho- 
lic priests, according to a N. Y. Times’ 
report from Belgrade on July 30, were 
found guilty of sabotaging a factory 
in Zagreb. Two of the priests were 
sentenced to death, and the others re- 
ceived long prison terms. 


The Vatican and its spokesmen in 
America heaped abuse upon the seven 
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Protestant clergymen. Its newspaper 
Osservatore Romano declared that 
they “did not meet the first condition 
of seriousness and authority requisite 
for any judgment.” 


Shortly after the Protestant minis- 
ters arrived home two priests were 
killed in Yugoslavia, and the cry was 
at once raised that the visit of these 
Protestant ministers had encouraged 
the killings. The truth of the matter 
was that the priests had been killed 
by Roman Catholics who were enrag- 
ed because the priests barred them 
from entering the church and being 
godfathers at a confirmation service. 
According to an AP dispatch from 
Belgrade on August 29, the President 
of the Croatian Republic stated that 
the attack “stemmed from a meeting 
of the priests of the Society of St. 
Paul, which made the ruling . . . that 
members of the Yugoslav army and 
members of the Youth Railway were 
not worthy to be godfathers.” 


Americans will be amazed at this 
strange twist to religious liberty, 
namely, that the Catholic Church re- 
fuses religious rights to its own peo- 
ple, and that these people in turn at- 
tack their priests because of this re- 
fusal of the right to worship as they 
want. This has often happened in the 
Roman Catholic Church, which de- 
creés an ‘interdict’ against its devout 
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people, forbidding them to partake o! 
the sacraments and closing the church- 
es against them, unless they obey its 
dictates in political affairs. It once 
happened in Venice that the govern- 
ment threatened to hang priests who 
would not keep their churches open 
and give the people the sacraments. 


These Catholic people are first 
taught to believe that, in order to es 
cape hell after they die, they must 
have a priest to forgive them their 
sins, baptize their babies, marry and 
bury them. When Rome denies them 
these things for political ends, these 
simple people become infuriated and 
go as far as to attack and kill their 
priests if they will not open the 
churches and give them the sacra 
ments. 


A REMINDER 


How dear to our heart is the steady 
subscriber, 
Who pays in advance at the birth 
of each year; 
Who lays down the money and does 
it quite gladly, 
And casts round the office a halo 
of cheer. 
He never says, “Stop it: I cannot 
afford it; 
I’m getting more papers than now 
I can read;” 
But always says, “Send it: our peo- 
ple all like it: 
In fact, we all think it a help and 
a need.” 
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THE PASSING SHOW 


Ge rereresncscsscscsccs 


»THE BODY of the late Archbishop Han- 
na of San Francisco, who died in exile in 
Rome in 1944, arrived in S. F. last August 
18. Elaborate funeral services were held 
in the Cathedral and the body was buried 
in Holy Cross Cemetery. Archbishop Han- 
na had to resign his position in 1935 and 
was recalled to Rome under suspicion, 
being retained there till he died under the 
watchful eyes of his Roman masters. The 
elaborate honors paid to him after he was 
safely dead smoothed over the embarrass- 
ment he caused to the Church. 


> SIXTY PER CENT of Franco Spain’s 
total national income is spent on the 
armed forces, Mrs. Leah Manning, mem- 
ber of the British parliament, declared on 
her arrival in New York last August 25. 
There is one armed person for every 27 
people, she added. 


> NEW JERSEY’S Constitutional Con- 
vention favored the Catholic Church by 
adopting two provisions in its proposed 
new constitution: (1) to allow the use of 
public funds for transportation of chil- 
dren to Catholic schools; (2) to allow 
gambling and games of chance. These are 
sure to inject a religious conflict into the 
voting for the constitution in the Novem- 
ber elections. Two years ago the Catholic 
forces defeated a new constitution for 
New Jersey because these two provisions 
were omitted. 


> NEW YORK SUBWAYS are plastered 
these days with huge pictures of the Vir- 
gin Mary advertising a monster rally for 
‘World Unity.’ 


> MARQUIS W. CHILDS, noted columnist, 
writing from Warsaw in the N. Y. Post of last 
September 10, states that Churchill’s phrase “the 
iron curtain’”’ has clouded our thinking. ‘Here the 
so-called iron curtain is as full of holes as a 
sieve,” he says, and “the fact that we are not 
making more use of the holes in the curtain is 
our own fault... a grievous fault.” 
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®» ATTENDANCE at Catholic schools in 
Chicago this fall was expected to be more 
than 170,000 and 350,000 in the public 
schools. The figures in both instances com- 
prise total attendance in grade and high 
schools. Roman Catholic school atten- 
dance in Chicago is thus half that of the 
public schools. 


®» ENRAGED because only Protestant 
ministers were invited to interview Mar- 
shal Tito of Yugoslavia, Father Edward 
Lodge Curran, one-time Coughlin hench- 
man, indignantly asked why a Roman 
Catholic priest was not included. Ameri- 
cans will remember Father Orlemanski 
of Springfield, Mass., who was impris- 
oned in a monastery by his bishop for 
having visited Stalin in 1944. 


> EQUIPPED with a modern land mine 
detector, a Scranton priest, Rev. James A. 
McEnerney, went hunting last August 
13 for the bones of a “saint’’ in Auries- 
ville, N. ¥. The bones were said to be 
those of a Jesuit lay brother slain by Iro- 
quois Indians in 1642. 


® REPORTING the condition of post-war Ger- 
many in the N. Y. Times Magazine of last July 
6, H. R. Trevor-Roper, British Intelligence officer 
and Oxford professor, described Catholic Bavaria 
as follows: “Of the historic regions, only Bavaria 
still retains its former character—its peasant con- 
servatism, its parochial Catholicism, its latent 
brutality; and Bavaria (it is well to remember) 
was the home of Nazism.” 


>» AS IF TO CONFIRM the above, a 
special dispatch from Munich to the N. Y¥. 
‘Times’ of August 4 reported the trial 
of Bishop Anton ScharInag]l for collabora- 
tion with the Nazis. Bishop Scharinag]l is 
described as “one of the most prominent 
members of the Catholic clergy in Bav- 
aria.”’ He is accused of even denouncing 
to the Gestapo some active anti-Nazi 
Catholic priests, who suffered in concen- 
tration camps as a result. The bishop’s 
defense is that the Gestapo got to know 
that he was carrying on a romance with 
his secretary and used this to force him 
to spy on the anti-Nazi priests. 
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»> COMMERCIAL LAUNDRY WORK at 
the convent of the Good Shepherd in Mil- 
waukee, Wis., has been stopped by the 
city authorities, according to the ‘Milwau- 
kee Journal’ of last August 15. This ac- 
tion followed a riot and two escapes of 
inmates (wayward girls) who objected to 
working as punishment in the laundry, 
which served other Catholic institutions 
and some hotels. 


> HALF of the total population of the 
U. S. is enrolled in some church. The to- 
tal is reported to be 73,673,182, accord- 
ing to a survey made recently by the 
‘Christian Herald.’ Protestants accounted 
for 43,635,058, but if infants and children 
under 13 were included, as in the Roman 
Catholic claim of 24,402,124, this figure 
would be much higher and would substan- 
tially increase the total figure of 73,- 
673,182. 


& FOUR NEWSPAPERS in Argentina 
were forced out of existence in one week 
last August because they expressed op- 
position to President Perén. They were, 
of course, liberal, democratic papers. The 
reason, according to an AP dispatch of 
last Sept. 3 from Buenos Aires, was “the 
refusal of all plants to print opposition 
periodicals.” 


> A GROUP of 44 American Baptists 
touring Europe protested the exchange 
of letters between President Truman and 
Pope Pius XII last August 20. According 
to a report from Rome in the N.Y. ‘Times,’ 
these Baptists also criticized the Italian 
“clerical press” for giving the false im- 
pression that all private American relief 
for Italy came from the Vatican, ‘in or- 
der to strengthen the hand of the Vatican 
in Italian politics.” 


> WITH THE RECORD of having added 
a million new members to the Methodist 
Church last year, the General Board of 
Evangelism of the Methodist Church was 
urged at Albion, Mich., last August 26, 
to plan for a continuing program of evan- 
gelism during the quadrennium 1948- 
1952. 


®» Send sample copies of our maga- 
zine to your friends. We will mail 
them for you — 10 for $1.00, 
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» THEY MADE a Roman Catholic bishop 
for Sweden in Providence, R. I., last Sep- 
tember 8. His name is Knut Ansgar Nel- 
son, Danish-born Benedictine monk. Swe- 
den has been free of Roman Catholic in- 
fluence for many centuries, but Archbish- 
op Cushing of Boston who preached at the 
ceremony uttered a “prophecy” that 
things are now going to be different in 
“ancient Sweden, for centuries lost to the 
faith.”” It so happens that the Swedes 
think things have been doing exception- 
ally well without the Roman Catholic 
Church. (See factual article: “Sweden— 
Example of a Protestant Country” in our 
magazine for June 1946.) 


» A HUGE BINGO BENEFIT for the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in Sharpsburg, Pa., 
filled six blocks of its main street last 
September 1. The 5,000 players paid a min- 
imum of $10 to participate. The ‘Milwau- 
kee Journal’ of last August 20 also car-. 
ried a scathing editorial condemning the 
participation of young children in gam- 
bling games at the Church of the Little 
Flower the previous Sunday. “It was a 
gambling party,” it says, “‘complete with 
chuck-a-luck, wheels, crap table, dart 
games and other devices which separate 
people from their money speedily and 
surreptitiously.” 


» FOLLOWING is a summary of claimed 
statistics of the Roman Catholic Church 
in the United States in the latest (1947) 
Official Catholic Directory: a total of 121 
dioceses and archdioceses; a total Cath- 
olic population (including Alaska and 
Hawaii) of 25,268,173; 40,470 priests, 
6,938 teaching brothers, and 140,563 
nuns or sisters. Brooklyn has the largest 
diocese, with a claimed population of 
1,111,446 Roman Catholics. Philadelphia, 
Detroit and Newark have close to 1,000,- 
000. The Archdiocese of Chicago has most 
Catholics with a claim of 1,716,536; Bos- 
ton next with 1,208,089, and New York 
with 1,169,376. Catholics have 2,431 
high schools with an enrollment of 502,- 
967 pupils, 8,165 elementary schools with 
2,186,565 pupils. 
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THE GENIUS OF 
CHRISTIANITY 


HERE WAS A TIME, in the early days 
Te Christianity, when the power of God 
worked so triumphantly through conse- 
crated believers that it was said: “These... 
have turned the world upside down” (Acts 
17:6). Today, more than ever before, we 
need a theological earthquake, a spiritual 
explosion. The only thing that can bring it 
about is a full demonstration of that same 
power of God unto salvation. 


This is a “power age;” destructive power. 
The only true power is that which is equated 
with the naked truth which is Christ Jesus. 
This truth, this Word, is like a seed (Luke 
8:11). Even if a tiny seed is lodged in a 
crevice of a stout concrete wall, and prop- 
erly nourished, it will in time cause the wall 
to buckle and crumble. 


But the Christian must know the secret of 
splitting the spiritual atom. He must know 
that everything that exists, including him- 
self, is nothing in the hands of the Almighty 
who created it out of nothing. He must sur- 
render his self-wili unconditionally and 
accept everything by God's grace, even the 
grace itself. He must understand that he 
cannot do without God’s grace even in pray- 
ing for it. Only by stripping himself naked 
of his nothingness can the power of God 
work through him. —L.H.L. 


~O-- 


SUNDAY MEETINGS at Christ’s Mission 
have been resumed at 3:30 P.M. in the 
auditorium at 229 West 48th Street, New 
York, and are in charge of Rev. A. Cali- 
andro. Meetings are now also held on 
Tuesday evenings at 8 P.M. and are in 
harge of Rev. William E. Burke, former 
priest. Come and bring your friends! 


--O-- 


> CORRECTION, page 234 of our October 
issue: “Over one thousand out of the one 
million added to Methodist membership 
in 1946 were Roman Catholics.” 
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THE EDITOR’S 
MAILBAG 


eit cieneiiae iia ical 


“THE FOLLOWING FACTS should be 
stressed in the dispute over the use of 
public tax funds for Catholic schools: 
When Catholics pay taxes for the public 
schools, they are not paying for Protes- 
tant schools, since no religious creed is 
taught in them. Catholics send 50 per cent 
of their children to the public schools. 
Catholics are employed as teachers in the 
public schools. They hold many important 
positions in the public schools, such as su- 
perintendent, member of school boards, 
etc. On the other hand, when public tax 
money is used for Catholic schools, Prot- 
estants are contributing toward the teach- 
ing of the Roman Catholic religion, and 
supporting schools over which neither 
they nor the government have any con- 
trol. The government in this way is also 
supporting a rival system of education 
and subsidizing the teaching of sectarian 
religious teaching.” 


—A, J. Read, Melrose, Mass. 


* * 8 


EYE-WITNESS IN WASHINGTON 
“Dear Friends in Christ: 


I lived in Washington from 1929 to 
1942, during most of the Roosevelt Ad- 
ministration. I have done much research 
on the subject of the Roman Catholic 
Church in politics. I watched the progress 
of the building of the Roman Catholic 
Embassy in Washington, a very substan- 
tial building with the Pope’s coat of arms 
above the American flag. After the Em- 
bassy was finished, and even before the 
grounds were cleaned up and grass plant- 
ed, dozens of shiny cars stopped at its 
doors all the time, usually with a chauf- 
feur who always stood outside no matter 
how cold or stormy the weather. 


Catholic ambassadors and other officials 
of Church and State made themselves at 
home at the Pope’s Embassy. Catholic 
Senators, Representatives, Governors, 





judges and their secretaries were frequent 
visitors. These also shuttled back and 
forth between the Vatican and the White 
House. 

When Congress was in session I often 
stood around and watched how priests 
would come out of doors, get into a hud- 
dle, take notes and copy names and num- 
bers from doors. Matthew J. Connelly, a 
Roman Catholic, is one of President Tru- 
man’s confidential secretaries. These pa- 
pal activities in Washington combined 
with Myron C. Taylor’s at the illegal U. S. 
Embassy in Rome would seem to make 
a mockery of our principle of separation 
of Church and State.” 


—F. M. S., Pasadena, Calif. 


* * * 


“WE hold The Converted Catholic Maga- 
zine in high esteem and wish to commend 
you for your fine work which surely 
should inspire all Christians to ‘stand 
fast ... in the liberty wherewith Christ 
has made us free.’ ”’ 
—William C. Schobert, Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Santa Clara, Calif. 


* * * 


SHADES OF LUTHER! 


“A man who has been a priest of the 
Catholic Church has to stoop below the 
animal stage to join up against it as you 
claim some are doing. If true, they have 
plainly lost their sense of direction. They 
must have a cracked-up brain and are 
hurting no one but themselves—certainly 
not the Catholic Church! You are look- 
ing for trouble and will find it too!” 


—A Catholic, Phoenix, Ariz. 


RENEWALS 


PROMPTNESS in renewing your 
subscription will save us much la- 
bor and expense. We will greatly 
appreciate it if you renew immedi- 
ately on receipt of our ADVANCE 
NOTICE OF RENEWAL, which is 
sent you a month before your sub- 
scription is due to expire. - 
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ABANDONED BABY RACKET 


“HERE IN CHICAGO, the Roman Cathe 
lic priests seem to have a monopoly of 
the abandoned baby racket. No matte 
where such babies are found, the polic 
take them all to St. Vincent’s Catho 

orphanage. Recently a baby left at Mood 
Institute was immediately handed ove 
to the Catholic Church. A picture in to 
day’s ‘Times’ shows another baby foun 
at the entrance to Walter Memorial (Luth 
eran) Hospital who was taken also to S 
Vincent’s. All abandoned babies, it seems 
must pass through the hands of the pc 
lice, and out they go to St. Vincent’s! 


—A. T. B., Chicago, Il. 





The Bible Prayer 


= “If ye 
Contains abide in me, 


The mind of God and 
The state of man my words 
The way of salva- abide in you, 


tion ye shall ask 
The doom of the what ye will, 
sinner 


and it 
The happiness of 
the believer 


It Furnishes 


Light to direct 
Food to support 
Comfort to cheer 


It Is The 


Traveler's map 
Pilgrim’s staff 
Pilot’s compass 
Soldier’s sword 
Christian’s charter 


Who Will 


Fill the memory 
Rule the heart 
Guide the feet 
Reward the labor 


“All scripture is 
given by inspiration 
of God, and is 
profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, 
for correction, for 
instruction in 
righteousness.” 


—II TIMOTHY 3:16 


shall be done 


unto you.” 
—JOHN 15:7 


Changes 


“Ask 
and it 
shall be given 
you; 
seek, and 
ye shall find; 
knock, 
and it 
shall be opened 
unto you.” 
—MATT. 7:7. 


yt 
Things 


“What things 
soever 
ye desire, 
when ye pray, 
believe 
that ye receive. 
them, and ye — 
shall have them.” 
—MARK 11: 











Your Faith and Your Fortune 


PROTESTANT AMERICANS cherish two things above all others— 
the heritage of their faith and their family fortune. Both have been 
handed down from their fathers and grandfathers who had to struggle to 
fulfill their duty in passing them on to this generation. It involved sacri- 
fice in the past to establish and preserve these two pillars of American 
society, so that those living today could have and enjoy them in freedom. 


Both of these—the faith and fortunes of Protestant Americans—are 
being increasingly threatened at the present time by the un-American 
and un-Christian aggression of the Roman Catholic Church—particularly 
as regards Mized Marriages. Because of the intolerable conditions insisted 
upon, and made binding on unborn children by formidable legal con- 
tracts, not only the Protestant faith of American forebears is signed away 
to the Catholic Church, but also the heritage of Protestant property. 
‘*FORD FORTUNE GOES TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH,”’ was the 
boasting headline in a Roman Catholic paper recently. This happened by 
means of the marriage of Henry Ford II to a Roman Catholic girl. Many 
other Protestant fortunes—large and small—are likewise being signed 
away by Mixed Marriage contracts with the Catholic Church. 


Will your son or grandson also sign away this double heritage of your 
faith and fortune that was passed on to you, and that you will bequeath 
to them after you are gone? Wouldn’t you like to have some well-estab- 
lished institution ever on guard to advise, to warn, to educate, to help 
and work unceasingly so that these two heritages that made America great 


will be preserved—through your family and other Protestant families of 
America? 


CHRIST’S MISSION IS THAT INSTITUTION. Through this mag- 
azine and its other work, it labors for this end: to preserve the culture, 
the faith, the institutions and the inheritance of Protestantism for future 
generations. Its work is vitally needed today—more so for the future 
when our children and grandchildren will have the destinies of America 
in their hands. By supporting the work of Christ’s Mission NOW, and 
sharing with it a part of what you either have inherited from your ances- 
tors, or have worked for yourself, you will be helping to keep America 
Protestant and prosperous for your children’s children—the same as 
when you were born into it. 


PLEASE GIVE THIS YOUR EARNEST CONSIDERATION NOW. 
DO NOT PUT IT OFF TILL IT IS TOO LATE. 


CHRIST’S MISSION : 756 Seventh Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 
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